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pamphlets, "Tobacco and the Health of a Nation", continued to'get press attention.' 
3j|££*~In addition to news stories and columns, an editorial distributed by U. S. Press •!.'fi•;'•':••• 
*; j .Association appeared in a number of papers. A couple of examples are given. Fourteen v' 
other newspapers were observed to have used the editorial. , ,.. ju : „ 
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Millville, New Jersey 
‘ July 22, i 960 V: « 
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Along The Avenue 

With Dave Gifford ' ^ 

Tor several years the tobacco t . , v ,_ ■ M 

Industry has Been the “whip- lm0WB ,bout other types ot 
pin* boy” lor those who choose c *?£f r ' . . , . 

te attack the habit and try to “Tobacco has been publicized 
link tobacco usage to lung can- 43 one suspect factor but 

cer and heart disease_Like “People who never smoke 

milli ons of others V( have £e *„ l l mg can ? er ' ' ■ , 

. reed the pros end cons retard- “Most smokers never set lung. 
■ Ink this situation and, frankly, . . „ 

we are still unable to decide “These two facts are often 
which faction is right <**d to show that the problem 

In this connection a pamphlet »t lung cancer Is much more 
titled “Tobacco and the Health complex than the opponents of 
of a Nation'* has reached our cigarettes try to make it Smok- 
desk It Is published by '»* got publicity because some 

<1 the Tobacco Institute,, Inc., 910 statistical reports showed that 
Seventeenth St, N.W, Wash- the use of cigarette s. incre ased 
tngton 6, D.C 




Naturally, this pamphlet 
dlapntei the real connection 
between tobacco and lung 
cancer and heart disease. 
And, since there ara so many 


■bout the tkne of an increase in 
recorded King cancer deaths.'* 


The pamphlet also points out 
that: 

Medical advances In the past 

- . half-century have helped to cut 

anxious to take pot shots at deatfa rates from lung ailments 
tobacco, we felt It only lair ^ about one _ s6venth ol what 
to present a few of the argn werc m 1900 - 

> medts 1“ this pamphlet v . rhat the reported age-adjust- 
• • • * . death rates from major car- 

For example, the pamphle., diovascular-renal diseases have 
states: “Millions of dollars have declining since 1928. 
been spent in the past few That the Tobacco Industry 
▼ears in research on can ” Research Committee has pro- 

cer. The answer still is nm vtded 53 - 300 .000 for in depend- 
known, any more than it is eQt #cjcnti0c research into 
-»neh problems as cancer and 
heart disease with the sole 
objective of getting the facts. 
Grants are made to research 
scientists who independently 
conduct their work and pub¬ 
lish their findings. 

That most Americans are liv¬ 
ing longer than they used to. 

In conclusion the pamphlet 
states: 

“Let us be perfectly sure of 

what we call established causal* 
factors, and let us be honest in 
our evaluation of what we ad¬ 
vocate — of the soundness and 
value of evidence — before we 
attempt to convince the public, 
of any proven guilt or lack of 
guilt In any widespread human 
usage or custom, whether to- ( 
bacco us* or something else.*’ 


THE DAILY NEWS ... . . 

Anchorage Alaska 
August 3, i 960 

Some Facts of Life 
About Tobacco Cancer 

' f / A breath of fresh' air—in the form of a pamphlet 

entitled .“Tobacco and the Health of a Nation”—has 
penetrated the miasma created by our reformers who 
<Jo not intend to rest until they have reduced man to a 
■well-behaved mollusk—secure in his protective shell 
:of inhibitions against all adventures and satisfactions. 

This reassuring little six-page leaflet notes that 
more Americans are living longer, with greater life 
expectancy for every age group. Within this century, 
it points out, the average length'of life in the US has 
Been'extended from 47 to nearly 70 years! - . 

Death rates from major lung ailments (including 
lung cancer) were 700 percent higher in 1900 than 
they are today, having dropped from 430 deaths per 
100,000 to 60. Age-adjusted death rates for major 
heart diseases (allowing for more people living into 
older age-brackets) have declined from over 500 per 

100,000 in 1928 to just over 400 per 100,000 today_ 

lower than at any other period in this century. 

Today’s young men are taller and heavier than 
their fathers and grandfathers. The physical 1 measure¬ 
ments of frestimen recorded at annual enrollments 
by one major university have gone up more than two 
Inches in height and over 2 pounds in weight since 
the turn of the century. And certainly no one needs 
Statistical studies to realize that' the girls are prettier 
than ever. 

Tribute for this progress,, says Edward F. Rag¬ 
land, vice president of The Tobacco Institute, “should 
certainiy go to the medical profession and the drug 
industry as well as to our high standards of nutri¬ 
tion.” As for the extreme charges that have been 
made against tobacco ever since the peoples of the 
world first began enjoying it, he observed: “Those 
who attack cigarettes by blaming them for all kinds 
of health problems seem to overlook the fact that 
these health improvements have also occurred during 
■the same period that cigarette use was increasing.” 

But, Mr. Ragland suspects, “Those who are against 
tobacco will probably continue to try to scare the life 
out of those who like to use tobacco—regardless of 
■.the facts,” 

This, we think, Is for sure. The world being what 
'ft Is, we are not likely to find vegetarians endorsing 
beefsteaks, nudists excited over the fall fabrics or 
hear any general chorus of assorted misanthropes in 
a spirited rendition of “Oh What a Beautiful Morn¬ 
ing"! But living is still the best thing to do with 
a life that we know of. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/plbm0000 






